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508-8 Eagle Hergirs
Madison, Wisconsin 33705
May 3, 1996

Michaei Grebe

President, UW. Board of Regems
Room 1860 Van Hise Hall

1220 Linden Drive

Madison, Wisconsin 53706

Dear Mr. Grebe:

We are writing 1o express concern about Wisconsin Public Radio. As devoted listeners and
contriburors we are disturbed by recent programming decisions.

In the past few years Jack Mlrchell has angered listeners with poorty considered programming
decisions. When Mr. Mitchell canceled the Metropolitan Opera broadeasts, pubiic reaction forced
WPR to backerack. Now Mr. Mirchef] has angered hundreds to thousands of listeners like
ourseives by canceling 45out Cars. Something is amiss. Why do dedicated listeners have to fighr
these changes every year by carrying out damaging fights in the newspapers and over the airwaves?
We encourage you to help WPR establish 2 process to abtan listener opinions before these
decisions are made. Let's take the heat off Mr. Mitcheil by letting listeners have a louder voice in

programming decisions.

As supporters of WPR we'd like to see an end to the binter fight developing over 4bout Cars. This
Wisconsin produced program has a large group of supporters who tuned in weekly to hear Mart
Joseph's advice and views. To listeners like ourseives, the decision to replace 4bour Cars with the
irritating East-coast program Car Talk is an unacceptable intrusion in our weekend routine. [
suspect that Mr. Mitchell's decision was based primarily on his inability to work with Matt Joseph,

listeners would generate the revenues needed to offSet the cost difference. If the decision arose
from personality conflicts, we'd argue that on-air talent with dedicated listener support is far more
valuable than the satisfaction of an administraror who has consistently exasperated listeners with his
decisions. The public wants 4bour Cars on Public Radic. Please encourage Mr. Mitchell to set
aside his differences with Marr Joseph and bring .4bout Cars back to Wisconsin Public Radio.

~ L
Thank you in advance for ending these silly disputes by helping bring 4bout Cars back to
Wisconsin Public Radio and working with Jack Mitcheil to make sure the Opera/4bour Cars
problems do not re-occur,

With sincerity from dedicated listeners,

E .

@L/d PR, Mzﬂﬁé Nl it e

Wyeth W. Wasserman Stephanie R. Wasserman




1241 W soN AVE
ARCASIA, M F481 2
408-323-2879
Fax:

May 25, 1996 .

Michaei W. Grube
President, Board of Regents
Foley & Lardner

777 E. Wisconsin Avenue
Suite 3300

Milwaukee, Wi 33202-5367

Dear Mr. Grebe:

I wish to express my disappointment in the canceflation of “About Cars” with Matt Joseph on Wisconsin
Public Radio. This show had many loyal listeners in this part of Wisconsin. The replacement with “Click and
Clack™ is not a satisfactary program change. The information ane gleaned from Matt and Lori was a very
real service of Public Radio. The replacement isn’t of the same caliber, nor entertaining.

I spend about three to five hours a day listening to the radio-[ have now removed Public Radio from my list
on Saturdays. Public Radio has devoted about one hour every two to three weeks asking listeners what they
want to hear. I have never heard a listener cail in and suggest that “About Cars™ be dropped.

If you wish the listeners to support Public Radio you will have to bring Matt back at his regular time. How
many other changes wiil Public Radio make without input from the very people who support it.

Sincerety,

Bill Burnap
DVM
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PO.Box il4
Blair, W1 54616
May 21, 1996

Mr. Michael W. Grebe
President, Board of Regerrs
Foley & Lardner

TTT E. Wisconsin Averue
Suire 3300

Milwaukee, WT 33302.3367

Dear Mr. Grebe:

I am writing to express my extreme displeasure with the programming changes replacing “About Cars™ with
the obmoxious “Car Talk™. [ am a avid listener and regular contributor to Wisconsin Public Radio and have
always enjoyed the LOCAL programming offered. As an alumnist I have felt thar WPR has kept me
comnected to the University and thar it is an important way to reach all of the citizens of Wisconsin

[ have written to President Lyail and recetved 1 pat response. I have conracted Jack Mitched} and received

oo response and [ have comacted my legislarive representative who also is 2 fan of WPR. [ will continue to
write letters untl the message is received that many of us want to save the quality programming that we pay
for. [am sericusly reconsidering my financial support 1o WPR because of this issue.

As President of the Board of Regents | hope that you will request thar WPR be included the Extension
Service audit so thar the mismanagement of Jack Mitchell will be exposed.

Sincerely,
% “n

MARW.,

CC: Board of Regents
President Lyall
Donald Harma
Jack Mitcheil
Mart Joseph



B.O. Box 114
Diuir, Wi 54616
Muy 21, 1556

Ms Kaciarine Lyail

Presidenr, Universiry of Wisconsin
1720 Van Hise Hail

1220 Linden Di.

Mmshisue, W1 33700

Dear President Lyail:

This iener is in response to your lecter dared May 9, 1596. [ am very disappointed in your par response to
my concerns about Wisconsin Public Radio and the programming changes of " About Cars™. Your response
tefis me thut you have reffed oo only Jack Mitchai's interpretation of the ficty and have not tuken the Sme to
spexk. with Mr. Josepi o get both sides of the slory,

I do understand that you are very busy however, since you are the boss, you are expected to be fuily
mformed. Your ierrer indicated that Mr. Josepit rejected an offer. It is my understanding there were no
negotiations only a series of three ietters, the finai letter being 4 notice of canceliation. The ieast thar shouid
uve been dome was to honor Mr. Josepht's remuining three monthy on s contract.

Agaim, 1 wish 10 express ary disappoinment with your inaction and to et you know thar 1 am seriousiy
reconsidering my financiai support for WPR and the University. You have the power 1o inciude WER in you
the current audit of the Extension Service. I request you do so in order to expose the mismanagement by
Juck Mitchedl,

Sincerely,

Berty A Reininger



Ms. Joy Cardin
Ideas Network Director

Wisconsin Public Radie —~
821 University Avenus R,
Madison, WI 33706 : - ,;;'{47

Dear Ms. Cardia:

Wa ars writing to inform you of the extreme disappcintment and
sense of betrayal we are faeling at your decision to cancel the
"Ahout Cars™ program with Matt Joseph.

WHe listenad to "Car Talk”™ on WOWM 89.7 for almost 10 yvears and
wers feeling that the show had gone as far as it could, given its
limited format, and that it was time for a change. Then, by
chance, we heard the mesmerizing "About Cars” show on WEAD 30.7.
What a relief! We changed our radio dial and, for the Z2irst
time, wers moved to donate maney to public radioc ~-- all because

af that show.

Last week-end we had planned to attend a live broadcast of "Abaout
Cars" and a listener appreciation party. The day befaore the
party we heard that "Car Talk"™ would play on Saturday at 9:00 am,
We were shocked. A small explanation con-air notifying listeners
of the cancellation of "About Cars"” would have been the
responsible action for you to take. Instead, we had to call the
station. We never received notification in the mail. What paoor

listener appreciation!

Mr. Jack Mitchell's response to Mr. Matt Joseph's letter, datad
April 15, is a perfact example of how out of touch he, and we
assume, the public radio "Ideas Team" is with their listeners.
We think that Mr. Mitchell does not understand public radig
listeners as well as he thinks. For instance, he mentions that
the material Mr. Joseph covered during the show was "...much too
dense and detailed...™ Mr. Mitchell is implying that the WHRD
radioc audience was not intelligent encugh to understand gpr care
about in-depth details regarding the automobile world. Mr.
Mitchell's underestimation of the WHAD audience is gquitfa

disturbing.

We urge you to recogsider your decision to cancel "About Cars™.
The show was by far your strongest offering and had the gualitcy
to become a naticnally syndicated show that would put "Car Talk"
to shame. Also, Mr. Mitchell's lack of faith in the integrity
and depth of public radio's listeners is indicative that he no
longer serves in their best interest.

Slncere?yi

Scott Mittelstadt Therese Grip nt*cg"f‘
8145 North Navaijc Road
Fox Point, WI 53217

¢: Katharine Lyall - President, UW Systam
Michael Grebe ~ Prasident, UW Board of Regents
Honorable Sheldon Wasserman - Stata Assembly
Donald E. Banna - Chancellor, UW-Ixtension
Matt Joseph - Hast, "About Cars”
Jack Mitcghell - Diraccowr of Radia, WHAD

ol em an e



FRED H. PETERSON &

LONNA M. PETERSON
6337 Shoreham Drive
Madison, Wisconsin 33711
April 4, 1996
Mz, Jack Mimcell, Director
Wisconsin Pubiic Radio
821 University Avenue
Madison, Wisconsin 53706 ©~,~\
&
Re: Sarurday Moming WHA Programming G D@

Dear Mr. Mitchell:

My wife and I have bezn regular listeners to the WHA Saturday moming programming. Last weekend we were
out of the state and could not tune in. As we tuned in this moming during our usual lats Saturday breakfast, we
became aware of a change. “About Cars™ was gone and a fesble excuse for an automotive show had replaced
it [tried to call, but, [ guess the offices are closed on Saturdays. We did tum the radio off, and we didn’t tum
it back on.

Now, later in the afternoon, while reading Lsthmus Ive leamed that you canceled the show and replaced it with
drivel. What could you have been thinking?

The result, from our standpoint at any rate, is that we ask that you immediately cancel cur automatic bank
withdrawal pledge of support for Wisconsin Public Radio. Additionaily, in keeping with your longstanding policy
of refunding 100% of piedges to dissatisfied listeners, we request that you return all of this fiscal year’s donations
from our account. That account is in the name of Loona M. Peterson, co-author of this [etter.

We are extremely dismayed at your pracess and tactics regarding your programming.

Sincersly,
b *
w%k CF e 79 ST,

Fred H. Paterson Lonna M, Peterson

c Katharine Lyall Michaei Grebe Docnaid Haana
President, UW. System President, U'W. Board of Regents Chanceller, UW. Ext=nsion
Room 1720, Var Hise Hall Room (860 Van Hise Hail 327 Extension Building
1220 Linden Drive [220 Lindea Drive 432 North Lake Sgre=t

Madison, W1 53706 Madison, WI 53706 Madison, WI 33706



May 1, 1996

Ms. Katharine Lyall
President

University of Wisconsin
Room 1720

Vanhise Hall

1220 Linden Dr.
Madison, WI 53706

Dear Ms. Lyall:

I was shocked and dismayed upon recently learning that Mart Joseph and "About Cars” was
taken off the air at Wisconsin Public Radio. I think this is a big mistake — let me tell you

why.

Presently, I'm Ford Motor Company’s midwest regional public affairs manager. In my job, I
have the good fortume and opportunity to work with Mr. Joseph on a regular basis.
Additionally, I've known and worked with him during the past SIX ywr of my 12-year career

ar Ford.

I can say without any hesitation that Mr. Joseph is one the most knowledgeable, bright and
respected auromotive journalists in e country. He is known and admired by many at Ford,
from our chairman to vice presidents t0 many engineers. He is one of the best at what he
does, bar none.

i ¥
You know more about ratings and demographics ar the station than [ do. But I do hear his
show every week, and aside from the fact that [ find it extremely timely and newsworthy, I
can tell by all the callers to the show that many in your audience enjoy the show as much as
I do. I have heard many automotive radio show over the years, and NONE come close to
"Abour Cars” in their scope and information sharing.

[ hope you will find a way to get "Abour Cars” back on the air scon. Not doing so would be
a big mistake — and a huge loss — to Wisconsin Public Radio.

Sincerely,

Jim Tramnor



205 North Michigan Avenue
Suite 2214
Chicago, illinois 0801

Pubiic AHairs Cifice
Farg Mator Company

May 6, 1996

Mr. Michael Grebe

President, U.W. Board of Regents
Room 1860, Vanhise Hall

1220 Linden Dr.

Madison, WI 33706

Dear Mr. Grebe:

I was shocked and dismayed upon recently leaming that Mart Joseph and "About Cars” was
taken off the air ar Wisconsin Public Radio. [ think this is a big mistake — let me tell you
why.

Presentdy, I'm Ford Motor Company’s midwest regional public affairs manager. In my job, [
have the good fornme and opportunity to work with Mr. Joseph on a reguiar basis.
Additionally, I've known and worked with him during the past six year of my 12-year career
at Ford.

[ can say without any hesitation that Mr. Joseph is one the most knowledgeable, bright and
respected autometive journalists i the counay. He is known and admired by many at Ford,
from our chairman to vice presidents to many engineers. He is one of the best at what he
does, bar none.

You know more about ratings and demographics at the station than [ do. Bur [ do hear his
show every week, and aside from the fact that [ find it extremely timely and newsworthy, I
can tell by all the callers to the skow that many in your audience enjoy the show as much as
[ do. I have heard many automotive radio show over the years, and NONE come close to
"About Cars" in their scope and information sharing.

[ hope vou will find a way to get "Abour Cars” back on the air soon. Not doing so would be
a big mistake — and a huge loss — to Wisconsin Public Radio.

Sincerely, -




May 6, 1996

Katharine Lyall

President, UW System
Room 1720 Van Hise Hall
1220 Linden Drive
Madison, WI 53706

Ref: Protest due (¢ Cancellation of About Cars

Kathanne,

The UWEX had a wonderful one hour program on Saturday moming on Public Radio calied
About Cars.™ It was hosied by Mart Joseph and Lori Skeiton. [t had intelligent, lucid, thoughtul
discussions surrounding personal transporiation, that was a resource 10 all of Wisconsin. It
contained three (3) main sections - “News from Autodom”, listeser call-in, and an auto review. [f
you had listened to it, you would be aware that about 50% of the listener call-ins were from
women. This was not a car buff show or one aimed at gearheads. [t was good practical
knowledge and advice with money-saving information.

Mr. Jack Mitchell replaced it with Car Talk With Click and Clack, a pair of brothers from Boston
that spend the hour with light banter, cheap jokes, and PROFANITY! This is in direct vicladon of
the Wisconsin Public Radio Mission statement which cails for locally produced programs with a
focus on Wisconsin. Additonally, someone at WPR is playing fast and loose with listener
money.

Matt Joseph was paid $10,500 yearly for his efforts. About Cars brought in about $20,000 last
year in listener donations - more than enough to pay the costs of producing the show. The party
line on Car Talk With Click and Clack is that its FREE because of a deal to take Feldman when in
actuality it costs $23,000 per year. This money came from the deal but it could have been used for
other programing since the deal did not state it had to be used for the Boston show!

About Cars brought in around $20,000 in pledges/donations last year, however, many of the
pledges [ am learning were designated to other shows. Why? [ pledged $263.00 during the
About Cars pledge drive and received a “thank you™ from Michael Feldman - a show I wiil never
listen 1o nor do I want my money to be used for. Yet his show received the credit of my pledge
rather than About Cars. What is going on at Wisconsin Public Radio?

Mr. Jack Mitchell bears direct responsibility for this misguided program change as well as the error
to many pledges. He uses focus groups and network planning and evaluation teams rather than
the PUBLIC to determine what the public wants to hear. Public Television uses extensive
contributor/viewer surveys to best determine programing. What is wrong with WPR?

If it were up to Mr. Mitchell, Sarurday Public Radio would be “dumbed down ™ to the level of the
newspaper USATCDAY.

Please help bring back About Cars and let the public decide when a switch needs to be made.

Sincerely,

John F. Olson

200 Greenwood Drive
Rothschild, W1 354474
715.355-7819

e et kel ok § Donsbl Fanna



May 6, 1996 COPY for Matt Joseph

Katharine Lyvall

President, UW System
Room 1720 Van Hise Hail
1220 Linden Drive
Madison, WI 33706

Ref: Protest due to Cancellation of About Cars

Kathanne,

The UWEX had a wonderful one hour program on Sarurday morning on Public Radio called
Abourt Cars.™ It was hosted by Mart Joseph and Lori Skelton. [t had intwelligent, lucid, thoughtful
discussions surrounding personal transportation, that was a resource 1o all of Wisconsin. [t
contained three (3) main sections - “News from Autodom”, listener call-in, and an auto review. [If
you had listened to it, you would be aware that about 50% of the listener call-ins were from
women. This was not a car buff show or one aimed at gearheads. [t was good practical
knowledge and advice with money-saving information. ~

Mr. Jack Mitchell replaced it with Car Talk With Click and Clack, a pair of brothers from Boston

that spend the hour with light banter, cheap jokes, and PROFANITY! This is in direct violation of ~ -

the Wisconsin Public Radio Mission statement which calls for locally produced programs with a
focus on Wisconsin. Additionally, someone at WPR is playing fast and loose with listener
money. | : : : - o
Mart Joseph was paid $10,500 yearly for his efforts. About Cars brought in about $20,000 last .
year in listener donations - more than enough to pay the costs of producing the show. The ;
line on Car Talk With Click and Clack is that its FREE because of a deal to take Feldman whenin - -

- actality it costs $23,000 per year. This money came from the deal but it could have been used for. -

other programing since the deal did not state it had to be used for the Boston show!

About Cars brought in around $20,000 in pledges/donations last year, however, many of the
pledges | am learning were designated to other shows. Why? I pledged $263.00 during the
About Cars pledge drive and received a “thank you” from Michael Feldman - a show [ will never _
listen to nor do [ want my money to be used for. Yet his show received the credit of my pledge
rather than About Cars. What is going on at Wisconsin Public Radio? ' h N
Mr. Jack Mitchell bears direct responsibility for this misguided program change as well as the error
to many pledges. He uses focus groups and network planning and evaluation teams rather than
the PUBLIC to determine what the public wants to hear. Public Television uses extensive
contributor/viewer surveys to best determine programing. What is wrong with WPR?

If it were up to Mr. Mitchell, Sarurday Public Radic would be “dumbed down™ to the level of the
newspaper USATODAY.

Please help bring back About Cars and let the public decide when a switch needs to be made.

Sincerely,

John F. Olson

200 Greenwood Drive
Rothschild, W1 54474
715-359-7819

This letter was also sent to: Michael Grebe and Donald E. Hanna



Thank vou for considering these comments and my resuest tiat You reconsider vour
decision and. hopefully. resiore Mr. Joseph’s program on Suturday mormings. | look torward 10

receiving your response.

Very truly yours,

.y R

P BN s

| }5hn B. Haydon

ce:  Ms. Katharine Lyail s -
bee: Mx Vinccnt Ruffolo

C hWwHOUBMO272932 0t



Johna B. Haydon
317 East Acacia Roud
Fux Point, Wisconsin 33217

May 13, 1996

Radio Station WHA
Wisconsin Public Radio
821 Unmbversity Ave.
Madison, W1 33706

Re:  “About Cars with Martt Joseph”

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

[ have, over the years, been a listener and staunch supporter o’ Wisconsin Public Radio
(as well as public television), including both WHAD-FM and WUWM-I'M.

[ was very saddened to learn that your very popular program, “About Cars with Mart
Joseph,” which had been heard here on WHAD-FM, has been taken off the air, apparently in
order to broadcast “Car Talk” with the Magliozzi Brothers. :

This change is a great loss to your listening audience. There is no comparison, in my
view, between the two programs. “Car Talk™ has degenerated to basically a humorous program,
where the Magliozzi Brothers are more interested in humor and silliness than in imparting
helpful information. By contrast, Mr. Joseph'’s program is far more informative and helpful.

- Itisalso my understanding that Mr. Joseph's program originated in your studios, and had
a wide audience and appeal (and apparently also it was “picked up” by other pubiic radio
stations). In addition to presenting a superior product, it seems to me that Wisconsin Public
Radio was performing an added service by producing this on a local basis.

[ do not understand why Mr. Joseph’s program was canccled in favor of an inferior
substitute. As a concemed listener, financial supporter of pubiic radio, as well as a taxpayer (and
graduate of the University of Wisconsin, and annual contributor to the University, particularly
the Law School from which [ also graduated), [ question the advisability of your decision. |
carnestly request that you reconsider your decision.

If the decision is to stand as it is, [ would appreciate knowing the reasons for the
canceilation of Mr. Joseph’s program and the substitution of “Car Talk.” Without a well
reasoned explanation, those of us who provide significant support to the University will certainiy
question the judgment of one of the University’s agencies, as well as the wisdom of our support.



May 16, 1956

Katharine Lyall,

Wish to let you know I miss Matt Joseph, Lori Skelton & About Cars.
What a quality program & I hope for its return as scon as possible. I did
ask for & received a refund check for my support of public radio. Your
attention & help would be appreciated by many.

Thank you.

Yours,

Ronald M. Shreve
533 High Ave, Box 97
Hillsboro, Wi, 54634
489-3876
nauti@westbyservermwt.net



May 16, 1996

Michael W. Grebe:

Wish to let you know I miss Matt Joseph, Lori Skeiton & About Cars.
‘What a quality program & I hope for its return as soon as possible. I did
ask for & received a refund check for my support of public radic. Your
attention & heip would be appreciated by many.

Thaak you.

Yours,

Ronald M. Shreve
333 High Ave, Box 97
Hillsboro, Wi, 54634
489-3876
nauti@westbyservermwt.net



Chancellor Donald E. Hanna WISCONSIN-MADISON
University of Wisconsin MEDICAL SCHOOL
Extension

327 Extension Building
Campus Sth May 1996

Dear Mr. Hanna:

[ appeal to you (o assist a large group of supparters of and contributors to the
Wisconsin Public Radio program About Cars 10 have this program reinstated by WPR
Director Jack Mitchell,

Matt Joseph. the creator and host of About Cars, was cashiered about ten days ago
by Mr. Mitchell, although Mr. Joseph's one year contract ran untl July, in a dispute over
timing of the program. About Cars has, in a few years, created a faithful following of
women and men who are interested in cars. My wife, Sandy, and [ enjoy driving our cars
and we very much appreciate Mr. Joseph's intelligent and thorough analyses of automobile
creators and manufacturers which he terms News from Autodom, and his and Lori
Skelton's comprehensive evaluations of new automobile and truck models. We believe that
the call-in aspects of the program are secondary as we have no interest in maintaining,
revising, or restoring our newer model cars.

In place of a locaily produced profound commentary on automobiles, Mr. Mitchell
immediately put Click and Clack in the 9 AM Saturday slot. This program originates in
Boston, is really a comedy program by two too-often witless brothers, and allows only 3-4
calls during each hour's program [rom troubled car owners throughout the entire United
States. This program failed on WPR several years ago and is expensive to purchase for the
multiple ransmitters that carry WPR’s programming throughout the State.

You will recall that Mr. Mitchell threatened to remove the live broadcasts of the
Metropolitan Opera from Wisconsin Public Radio in 1993. This was met with a storm of
protest, forcing Mr. Mitchell to acquiesce and agree to keep the Met on the air "for another
year." The Met remains on the air and a waitchdog committee of Opern buffs maintains its
vigilance as to Mr. Mitwhell's behavior. '

The Legisiative Audit Bureau is being asked to look into how Wisconsin Public
Radio is administered, how programming decisions are made without listener surveys and
opinions, and how the $9.3 million annually of sate, federal, and private monies are

spent.

Thank you for considering assisting in the reinstatement of About Cars to the air,
and to the improvement of Wisconsin Public Radio so that it will better fulfill the
University of Wisconsin Extension's mission of taking the University’s knowledge and
expertise to the boundaries of the State of Wisconsin.

Sincerely,

john Bryant Wyman, M. D.
Section of Gastroenterology

Derartment of Medicine

157220 Clinical Seizace Center 600 Highlagd Avenue Madison. W1 §3792-2454 5087263-1300

FAX S0B/62-6743



MEDICAL SCHOOL

Ms, Virginia R. MacNeil
9321 N. Tennyson
Bayside, Wi 33217 Sth May 1996

Dear Ms. MacNeil:

I appeal to you to aid a large group of supporters of and contributors 1o the
Wisconsin Public Radio program Abour Cars to have this program reinstated by WPR
Director Jack Mitchell.

Matt Joseph, the creator and host of About Cars, was cashiered about ten days ago
by Mr. Mitchell, although Mr. Joseph's one year contract ran until July, in a dispute over
timing of the program. About Cars has, in a {ew years, created a faithful [ollowing of
women and men who are interested in cars. My wife, Sandy, and [ enjoy driving our cars
and we very much appreciate Mr. Joseph's intelligent and thorough analyses of automobile
creators and manufacturers which he terms News from Autodom, and his and Leri
Skelton's comprehensive evaluations of new automobile and truck models. We believe that
the call-in aspects of the program are secondary as we have no interest in maintaining,
revising, or restoring our newer model cars.

In place of a locally produced profound commentary on. automobiles, Mr. Mitchell
immediately put Click and Clack in the @ AM Saturday slot. ‘This program originates in
Boston, is really a comedy program by two toc-often witless brothers, and allows only 3-4
calls during each hour's program from woubled car owners throughout the entire United
States. This program failed on WPR several years ago and is expensive to purchase for the
multiple transmitters that carry WPR's programming throughout the State.

You will recall that Mr. Mitchell threatened to remove the live broadcasts of the
Metropolitan Opera from Wisconsin Public Radio in 1993. This was met with a storm of
protest, forcing Mr. Mitwchell to acquiesce and agree to keep the Met on the air "for another
year." The Met broadcasts continue, yetin 1996, and a waichdog committee of Opera
buffs maintains its vigilance as o Mr. Mitchell's behavior.

The Legislative Audit-Bureau is being asked to look into how Wisconsin Public
Radio is administered, how programming decisions are made without listener surveys and
opinions, and how the $9.3 million annually of state, federal, and private monies are
spent.

Thank you for considering assisting in the reinstatement of About Cars to the air,
and to the improvement of Wisconsin Public Radio so that it will better fulfill the
University of Wisconsin Extension's mission of taking the University's knowliedge and
expertise o the boundaries of the Stawe of Wisconsin.

Sincerely,

John Bryant Wyman, M. D.
Section of Gastroenterology

Department of Medicine

15220 Clinical Seience Center 500 Hlighland Avenuz Madison, WI 53792-2454 608/263-1300 FAX GUBIL62-8743



WISCONSIN=-MADISON
‘ MEDICAL SCHOOL
Mr. George K. Steil, Sr.
P. O. Box 1148
Janesville, Wl 33547 5th May 1996

Dear Mr. Steil:

| appeal to you to aid a large group of supporters of and coatributors to the
Wisconsin Public Radio program About Cars 10 have this program reinstated by WPR
Director Jack Mitchell.

Matt Joseph, the creator and host of About Cars, was cashiered about (en days ago
by Mr. Mitchel], although Mr. Joseph's one year contract ran until July, in a dispute over
timing of the program. About Cars has, in a few years, created a faithful following of
women and men who are interested in cars. My wife, Sundy, and [ enjoy driving our cars
and we very much appreciate Mr. Joseph's intelligent and thorough analyses of automobile
creators and manufacturers which he terms News {rom Autodom, and his and Lori
Skelton's comprehensive evaluations of new automobile and ruck models. We believe that
the call-in aspects of the program are secondary as we have no interest in maintaining,
revising, or restoring our newer model cars.

In place of a locally produced profound commentary on automobiles, Mr. Mitcheil
immediately put Click and Clack in the 9 AM Saturday slot. This program originates in
Boston, is really a comedy program by wo too-often witless brothers, and allows only 3-4
calls during eachzhour's program from troubled car owners throughout the entire United
States. This program failed on WPR several years ago and is expensive to purchase for the
multiple ransmitters that carry WPR's programming throughout the State.

You will recall that Mr. Mitchell threatened to remove the live broadcasts of the
Metropolitan Opera from Wisconsin Public Radio in 1993. This was met with a storm of
protest, forcing Mr. Mitchell to acquiesce and agree to keep the Met on the air “for another
year." The Met broadcasis continue, yetin 1996, and a watchdog committee of Opera
buffs maintains its vigilance as w0 Mr. Mitchell's behavior.

The Legislative Audit Bureau is being asked to look into how Wisconsin Public
Radio is administered, how programming decisions are made without listener surveys and
opinions, and how the $9.3 million annually of state, federal, and private monies are
spent.

Thank you [or considering assisting in the reinstaiement of About Cars to the air,
and to the improvement of Wisconsin Public Radio so that it will better {ulfill the
University of Wisconsin Extension's mission of taking the University's knowledge and
expertise o the boundaries of the State of Wisconsin.

Sincerely,
John Bryant Wyman, M. D.
Section of Gastroenteroiogy

Department of Medicine

15220 Cinseal Science Ceater 60U Highiand Avenue Madison, W1 §3792-7454 GUB/263-1300 FAX 6UB/262-6743



WISCONSIN-MADISON
Mr, Jay L. Smith MEDICAL SCHOOL
JLS Investment Group
4101 County M
Middleton, Wl 53562 5th May 1996

Dear Mr, Smith:

[ appead to you to aid a large group of supporters of and contributors to the
Wisconsin Public Radio program Abour Cars 10 have this program reinstated by WPR
Director fack Mitchell

Maut Joseph, the creator and host of About Cars, was cashiered about ten days ago
by Mr. Mitcheil, although Mr. Joseph's one year contract ran until July, in a dispute gver
timing of the program. About Cars has, in a [ew years, ¢created a faithful following of
women and men who are interested in cars. My wife, Sandy, and 1 enjoy driving our cars
and we very much appreciate Mr. joseph's intelligent and thorough analyses of automobile
creators and manufacturers which he terms News from Autodom, and his and Lori
Skelton's comprehensive evaluations of new automobile and truck models. We believe that
the cail-in aspects of the program are secondary as we have no interest in maintaining,
revising, or restoring our newer mode} cars.

It place of a locally produced profound commentary on automohiles, Mr. Mitchell
immediately put Click and Clack in the 9 AM Saturday slot. This program originates in
Bosuwon, is reaily a comedy program by two wo-often witless brothers, and allows only 3-4
calls during each hour's program [rom troubled car owners throughout the entire United
States. This program failed on WPR several years ago and is expensive to purchase {or the
muitiple transmitters that carry WPR's programming throughout the State.

You will recall that Mr. Mitwchell threatened to remove the live broadcasts of the
Mertropoiitan Opera from Wisconsin Public Radio in 1993, This was met with a storm of
protest, forcing Mr. Mitchell 1o acquiesce and agree 1o keep the Met on the air "for another
year.” The Met broadcasts continue, yetin 1996, and a wawchdog committee of Upera
buffs maintains its vigilance as w Mr. Mitchell's behavior.

The Legisiative Audit Bureau is being asked to look into how Wisconsin Public
Radio is administered, how programming decisions are made without listeaer surveys and
apinions, and how the $9.3 million annually of state, federal, and private monies are
spent.

Thank you for considering assisting in the reinstatement of Abour Cars 10 the air,
and w the improvement ol Wisconsin Public Radio so that it will beuwter {ulfill the
University of Wisconsin Extension's mission of waking the University's knowledge and
expertse o the boundaries of the State of Wisconsin

Sincerely,
John Bévant Zyman. M. D.
Serti ‘ (jastroenterology
Department of Medicine
150220 Clinical Scieges Center 500 Highland Avenue Madison, W1 53792-2454 31300 FAX 6082626743



Mr. Gerard A. Randatl, Jr. WISCONSIN-MADISON

Golda Meir Library MEDICAL SCHOOL

P. 0. Box 413

Milwaukee, W1 33201 5th May 1996

Dear Mr. Randail:

I appeal to you 0 aid a large group of supporters of and contributors o the
Wisconsin Public Radio program Abour Cars 10 have this program reinstated by WPR
Director Jack Mitcheil.

Matt Joseph, the creator and host of About Cars, was cashiered about ten days ago
by Mr. Mitchell, although Mr. Joseph's one year contract ran until July, in a dispute over
timing of the program. Abour Cars has, In a few years, created a faithful following of
women and men who are interested in cars. My wife, Sandy, and | enjoy driving our cars
and we very much appreciate Mr. joseph’s inteiligent and thorough analyses of automobile
creators and manufacturers which he terms News [rom Autodom, and his and Lord
Skelton's comprehensive evaluations of new automobile and truck modeis. We belicve that
the call-in aspects of the program are secondary as we have no interest in maintaining,
revising, or restoring our newer model cars.

In place of a locally produced profound commentary on automobiles, Mr, Mitchell
immediately put Click and Clack in the 9 AM Saturday siot. This program originates in
Boston, is really a comedy program by two too-often witless brothers, and allows only 3-4
calls during each hour's program from troubled car owners throughout the entire United
States. This program failed on WPR several years ago and is expensive to purchase for the
multiple ransmitters that carry WPR's programming throughout the State.

You will recall that Mr. Mitchell threatened to remove the live broadcasts of the
‘Metropolitan Opera from Wisconsin Public Radio in 1993. This was met with a storm of
protest, forcing Mr. Mitchell 1o acquiesce and agree o keep the Met on the air "for ancther
year." The Met broadcasts continue, yetin 1996, and a watchdog committee of Opera
buffs maintains its vigilance as to Mr. Mlwchell's behavior.

The Legisiative Audit Bureau is being asked to look into how Wisconsin Public
Radio is administered, how programming decisions are made without listener surveys and
opinions, and how the $9.3 million annually of state, federal, and private monies are
spent. -

Thank you for considering assisting in the reinstatement of Abour Cars to the air,
and to the improvement of Wisconsin Public Radio so that it will better fuifiii the
University of Wisconsin Extension’s mission of taking the University's knowledge and
expertise to the boundaries of the State of Wisconsin.

Sincerely,

éj;
Jjohn Bryant Wyman, M. D.
Section of Gastroenterology

Department of Medicine

J5£220 Clinical Scicace Uenter 500 Highiaad Avenue Madison, Wl 53792-2454 &08/263-1300 FAX 608/252-6743



MEDICAL SCHOOL

Mr. San W, Orr, Jr.
P. O. Box 65
Wausau, Wi 54402-00635 Sth May 1996

Dear Mr. O

lappeal 10 you 0 aid a large group of supporters of and contributors o the
Wisconsin Pubtic Radio program Abour Cars to have this program reinstated by WPR
Director Jack Mitchell.

Matt Joseph, the creator and host of About Cars, was cashiered about ten days ago
by Mr. Mitchell, although Mr. Joseph's one yedr contract ran until july, in a dispute over
timing of the program. Abour Cars has. in a few years, created a faithful [ollowing of
women and men who are interested in cars. My wile, Sandy, and I enjoy driving our cars
and we very much appreciate Mr. Joseph's intelligent and thorough analyses of automobile
creators and manufacturers which he terms News from Autodom, and his and Lori
Skelton's comprehensive evaluations of new automobile and truck models. We believe that
the call-in aspects of the program arae secondary as we have no interest in maintaining,
revising, or restoring our newer model cars.

In place of a locally produced profound commentary on automobiles, Mr. Mitchell
immediately pur Click and Clack in the 9 AM Saturday slot. This program originates in
Boston, is really a comedy program by two too-often witless brothers, and allows only 3-4
calls during each hour's program from troubled car owners throughout the entire United
States. This program failed on WPR several years ago and is expensive to purchase for the
multiple transmitters that carry WPR's programming throughout the State,

You will recall that Mr. Mitchell threatened to remove the live broadcasts of the
Metropolitan Opera from Wisconsin Public Radio in 1993. This was met with a storm of
protest, forcing Mr. Mitchell to acquiesce and agree (o keep the Met on the air "for another
year.” The Met broadcasts continue, yet in 1996, and a watchdog committee of Opera
buffs maintains its vigilance as to Mr. Mitchell's behavior,

The Legislative Audit Bureau is being asked to look into how Wisconsin Public
Radio is administered, how programming decisions are made without istener surveys and
opinions, and how the $9.3 million annually of stte, federal, and private monies are
spent.

Thank you for considering assisting in the reinstatement of Abour Cars to the air,
and to the improvement of Wisconsin Public Radio so that it will better fulfill the
University of Wisconsin Extension's mission of taking the University's knowledge and
expertise 10 the boundaries of the State of Wisconsin,

Sincerely,

Ui

John Biyant Wyman, M. D.
Section of Gastroenterology

Department of Medicine
Madison, WE $3792-2454 608263130

FAX 6082626743
157220 Clinical Science Usnter 600 Highiand Avenue



WISCONSIN-MADISCN
MEDICAL SCHOOL
Mr. Johathan B. Barry
4906 Febrite Drive
Madison, WI 53716 S5th May 1996

Dear Mr. Barrys:

| appeal t0 you 10 aid a large group of supporters of and contributors o the
Wisconsin Public Radio program Abour Cars t0 have this program reinstated by WPR
Director Juck Mitchell.

Marct Joseph, the creator and host of Abour Cars, was cashiered about ten days age
by Mr. Mitcheil, aithough Mr. Joseph's one year contract ran until July, in a dispute over
timing of the program. About Cars has, in a few years, created a faithful following of
women and men who are interested in cars. My wile, Sandy, and { enjoy driving our cars
and we very much appreciate Mr. Joseph's intelligent and thorough analyses of automobile
creators and manufacturers which he terms News from Autodom, and his and Lori
Skelton's comprehensive evaluations of new automabile and truck modeis. We believe that
the call-in aspects of the program are secondary as we have no interest in maintaining,
revising, or restoring cur newer model cars.

In place of a locally produced profound commentary on automobiles, Mr. Mitcheil
immediately put Click and Clack in the 9 AM Saturday slot. This program originates in
Boston, is reaily a comedy program by two toc-often witless brothers, and ailows only 3-4
calls during each hour's program from troubled car owners throughout the entire United
States. This program failed on WPR several years ago and is expensive to purchase for the
multiple transmitters that carry WPR's programming throughout the State.

You will recall that Mr. Mitchell threatened to remove the live broadcasts of the
Metropolitan Opera from Wisconsin Public Radio in 1993. This was met with a storm of
protest, forcing Mr. Mitchell to acquiesce and agree to keep the Met on the air "for another
year.” The Met broadcasts continue, yet in 1996, and a watwchdog comrmittee of Opera
buffs maintains its vigilance as to Mr. Mitchell’s behavior.

The Legislative Audit Bureau is being asked to look into how Wisconsin Public
Radio is administered, how programming decisions are made without listener surveys and
opinions, and how the $9.3 million annually of state, federal, and private monies are
spent.

Thank you for considering assisting in the reinstatement of Abour Cars to the air,
and to the improvement of Wisconsin Public Radio so that it will better {ulfill the
University of Wisconsin Extension's mission of taking the University's knowledge and
expertise to the boundaries of the State of Wisconsin.

Sincerely,

Johé;Znt Wyman, M. D.

Section of Gastroenterology
Department of Medicine

18,220 Clinical Scieace Center 60U Highland Avenue Madison, W1 53792-2434 608/263-1300 FAX 608/262-6743



UNIVERSITY OF
WISCONSIN~MADISON
MEDICAL SCHOOL
Mr. John T, Benson
B. O. Box 7841
Madison, WI 53707-7841 5th May 1996

Dear Mr. Benson:

[ appeai (0 you to aid a large group of supporters of and contributors to the
Wisconsin Public Radio program About Cars to have this program reinstated by WPR
Director lack Mitchell

Mart Joseph. the creator and host of About Cars, was cashiered about ten days ago
by Mr. Mitchell, although Mr. Joseph's one year contract ran uatil July, in a dispute over
tming of the program. About Cars has, in a few years, created a faithful following of
women and men who are interested in cars. My wife, Sandy, and [ enjoy driving our cars
and we very much appreciate Mr. Joseph's intelligent and thorough analyses of automobile
creators and manufacturers which he terms News (rom Autodom, and his and Lori
Skeiton's comprehensive evaluations of new automobile and truck models. We believe that
the cail-in aspects of the program are secondary as we have no interest in maintaining,
revising, or restoring our newer model cars.

In place of a locally produced profound commentary on automobiles, Mr., Mitchell
immediately put Click and Clack in the 9 AM Sawurday slot. This program originates in
Boston, is really a comedy program by two too-often witless brothers, and allows only 3-4

~calls during each hour's program from troubled car owners throughout the entire United
States. This program failed on WPR several years ago and is expensive to purchase for the
multiple transmitters that carry WPR's programming throughout the State.

You will recall that Mr. Mitchell threatened to remove the live broadcasts of the
Metropolitan Opera from Wisconsin Public Radio in 1993. This was met with a storm of
protest, forcing Mr. Mitchell to acquiesce and agree 10 keep the Met on the air "for another
year." The Met broadcasts continue, yet in 1996, and a watchdog committee of Opera
buffs maintains its vigilance as to Mr. Mitcheil's behavior.

The Legislative Audit Bureau is being asked to look into how Wisconsin Public
Radio is administered, how programming decisions are made without listener surveys and
opinions, and how the $9.3 million annually of state, federal, and private monies are
spent.

Thank you [or considering assisting in the reinstatement of About Cars to the air,
and t the improvement of Wisconsin Public Radio so that it wiil better fulfill the
University of Wisconsin Extension's mission of taking the University’s knowledge and

expertise to the bounduries of the Swte of Wisconsin.
Smc%:f

John Bryant Wyman, M. D
Section of Gustroenterology

Department of Medicine

35220 Clinical Science Center 500 Highland Avenue Madiscn, W 53792-2434 608/263-1300 FAX 6081252-6743



UNIVERSITY OF
WISCONSIN~MADISON
Mr. Bradley D. DeBraska MEDICAL SCHOQL
Milwaukee Police Association
1840 N. Farwell, Suite 400
Milwaukee, WI 53202 Sth May 1996

Dear Mr. DeBraska:

I appeal 0 you to aid a large group of supporters of and contributors 10 the
Wisconsin Public Radio program About Cars to have this program reinstated by WPR
Director jack Mitchell,

Matt joseph, the creator and host of Abour Cars, was cashiered about ten days ago
by Mr. Mitcheil. although Mr. Joseph's one year contract ran until July, in a dispute over
timing of the program. About Cars has, in a few years, created a faithful following of
women and men who are interested in cars. My wife, Sandy, and [ enjoy driving our cars
and we very much appreciate Mr. Joseph's intelligent and thorough analyses of automobile
creators and manufacturers which he terms News from Autodom, and his and Lori
Skelton's comprehensive evaluations of new automobile and truck models. We believe that
the call-in aspects of the program are secondary as we have no interest in maintaining,
revising, or restoring our newer maodel cars.

In place of a locally produced profound commentary on automobiles, Mr. Mitchell
immediately put Click and Clack in the 9 AM Saturday slot. This program originates in
Boston, is really a comedy program by two too-oiten witless brothers, and allows only 3-4

. calls during each hour's program from troubled car owners throughout the entire United
States. This program failed on WPR several years ago and is expensive 0 purchase for the
multiple transmitters that carry WPR's programming throughout the State.

You will recall that Mr. Mitchell threatened to remove the live broadcasts of the
Metropolitan Opera from Wisconsin Public Radio in 1993. This was met with a storm of
protest, forcing Mr. Mitchell 1o acquiesce and agree to keep the Met on the air "for another
year.” The Met broadcasts continue, yet in 1996, and a watchdog committee of Opera
buffs maintains its vigilance as to Mr. Mitchell's behavior.

The Legislative Audit Bureau is being asked to look into how Wisconsin Public
Radio is administered, how programming decisions are made without listener surveys and
opinions, and how the $9.3 million annually of state, federal, and private monies are

spent,

Thank you for considering assisting in the reinstatement of About Cars to the air,
and to the improvement of Wisconsin Public Radio so that it will better [ullill the
University of Wisconsin Extension's mission of taking the University's knowladge and
expertise w the boundaries of the Sute of Wisconsin.

Sincerely,

5% 2

John Rr-/'"' Wvman, M. D.
Sectic -troenterclogy

Department of Medicine

154220 Cligical Science Caner 600 Highland Avenue Madison, W1 53762-2454 o ;YA FAX 608/262-6743



Ms. Brigit E. Brown WISCONSIN-MADISON

Cartwright Center MEDICAL SCHOOL

Room 212, Box 111

1725 State Street

LaCrosse, Wl 34601 5th May 1996

Dear Ms. Brown:

[ appeal o you t0 aid a large group of supporters of and contributors to the
Wisconsin Public Radio program Abour Cars w0 have this program reinstated by WPR
Director Jack Mitchell.

Matt Joseph, the creator and host of About Cars, was cashiered about ten days ago
by Mr. Mitchell, although Mr. Joseph’s one year conwuact ran until july, in a dispute over
timing of the program. About Cars has, in a [ew years, created a faithful following of
women and men who are interested in cars. My wife, Sandy, and [ enjoy driving our cars
and we very much appreciate Mr. Joseph's intelligent and thorough analyses of automobile
creators and manufacturers which he terms News from Autodom, and his and Lori
Skeiton's comprehensive evaluatons of new automobile and truck models. We believe that
the call-in aspects of the program are secondary as we have no interest in maintaining,
revising, or restoring our newer maodel cars.

[n place of a locally produced profound commentary on automobiles, Mr. Mitchell
immediately put Click and Clack in the 9 AM Saturday slot. This program originates in
Boston, is really a comedy program by two two-often witless brothers, and allows only 3-4
calls during each hour's program from woubled car owners throughout the entire United
States. This program failed on WPR several years ago and is expensive to purchase for the
multiple transmitters that carry WPR’s programming throughout the State.

You will recall that Mr. Mitchell threatened w0 remove the live broadcasts of the
Metropolitan Opera from Wisconsin Public Radio in 1993. This was met with a storm of
protest, forcing Mr, Mitchell to acquiesce and agree 10 keep the Met an the air "for another
year.” The Met broadcasts continue, yetin 1996, and a watchdog committee of Opera
buffs maintains its vigilance as 10 Mr. Mitchell's behavior.

The Legisiative Audit Bureau is being asked to lock into how Wisconsin Public
Radio is administered, how programming decisions are made without listener surveyvs and
opinions, and how the 39.3 miilion annuaily of state, federai, and private monies are
spent.

Thank you for considering assisting in the reinstatement of About Cars to the air,
and to the improvement of Wisconsin Public Radio so that it will beuer fulfill the
University of Wisconsin Extension's mission of taking the University's knowledge and
expertise to the boundaries of the State of Wisconsin.

Sincereiy,

[y bl

i
John Brvant Wyman, M. O,
Section of Gastroenterology

Department of Medicine

157220 Clinicai Science Center 600 Highiand Avenue Madison, W1 53792-2454 GO8/263-1300 FAX 508/262-6743



WISCONSIN-MADISON
Mr. Alfred S. De Simone MEDICAL SCHOOL
The Equilable
7514 30th Avenue
Kenosha, WI 53142 Sth May 199G

Dear Mr. De Simone:

| appeal to you to aid a large group of supporters of and contributors w0 the
Wisconsin Public Radio program Abour Cars to have this program reinstated by WPR
Director Jack Mitchell.

Mart Joseph, the creator and host of Abour Cars, was cashiered about ten days ago
by Mr. Mitwchell, although Mr. josepht's one year contract ran until July, in a dispute over
timing of the program. About Cars has, in a few years, created a faithful following of
women and men who are interested in cars. My wife, Sandy, and ! enjoy driving our cars
and we very much appreciate Mr. Joseph's intelligent and thorough analyses of automobile
creators and manufacturers which he terms News from Autodom, and his and Lori
Skelton’s comprehensive evaluations of new automobile and truck models. We beiieve that
the call-in aspects of the program are secondary as we have no interest in maintaining,
revising, or restoring our newer model cars.

In place of a locally produced profound commentary on automoabiles, Mr. Mitchell
immediately put Click and Clack in the 9 AM Sawrday slot. This program originates in
Boston, is reaily a comedy program by two two-often witless brothers, and allows only 3-4
calls during each hour's program from troubled car owners throughout the entire United
States. This program failed on WPR several years ago and is expensive to purchase for the
multiple wansmitters that carry WPR's programming throughout the State.

You wiil recail that Mr. Mitchell threatened to remove the live broadcasts of the
Mertropolitan Opera from Wisconsin Public Radio in 1993. This was met with a storm of
protest, forcing Mr. Mitchell to acquiesce and agree to keep the Met on the air "for another
year.” The Met broadcasts continue, yet in 1996, and a warchdog committee of Opera
buffs maintains its vigilance as to Mr, Mitcheil's behavior.

The Legisiative Audit Bureau is being asked to lock into how Wisconsin Public
Radio is administered, how programming decisions are made without listener surveys and
opinions, and how the $9.3 million annually of state, federal, and private monies are
spent.

Thank you for considering assisting in the reinstatement of About Cars to the air,
and to the improvement of Wisconsin Public Radio so that it will better fulfill the
University of Wisconsin Extension’s mission of taking the University's knowledge and

expertise o the boundaries of the State of Wiscoasin.
Sincerely,
5’7 Wy

John Bryant Wyman, M. D.
Section of Gastroenterology

Department of Medicine

157220 Clinical Science Center 600 Highland Avenue

Madison, W1 53792-2434 608263- 1300 FAX 6081262-6743



MEDICAL SCHOOL
Mr. Lee Sherman Dreyfus
P. Q. Box 1776
Waukesha, Wl 53187 5th May 1996

Dear Mr. Dreyfus:

[ appeal to you 0 aid a large group of supporters of and contributors w the
Wisconsin Public Radio program About Cars to have this program reinstated by WPR
Director Jack Mitchell.

Matt Joseph, the creator and host of About Cars, was cashiered about ten days ago
by Mr. Mitchell, although Mr. Joseph's one year contract ran until July, in a dispute over
timing of the program. About Cars has, in a few years, created a faithful {ollowing of
women and men who are interested in cars. My wife, Sandy, and [ enjoy driving our cars
and we very much appreciate Mr. Joseph's intelligent and thorough analyses of automobile
creators and manufacturers which he terms News from Autodom, and his and Lori
Skelton's comprehensive evaluations of new automobile and guck models. We believe that
the call-in aspects of the program are secondary as we have no interest in maintaining,
revising, or restoring our newer modei cars.

In place of a locally produced profound commentary on automobiles, Mr. Mitchell
immediately put Click and Clack in the 9 AM Saturday slot. This program originates in
Roston, is really a comedy program by two too-often witless brothers, and allows only 3-4
calls during each hour’s program {rom troubled car owners throughout the entire United.
States. This program [ailed on WPR several years ago and is expensive to purchase [or the
multiple transmitters that carry WPR's programming throughout the State.

You will recall that Mr. Mitchell threatened to remove the live broadcasts of the
Metropolitan Opera [rom Wisconsin Public Radio in 1993. This was met with a storm of
pratest, forcing Mr. Mitchell 10 acquiesce and agree 1o keep the Met on the air "for another
year.” The Met broadcasts continue, yet in 1996, and a watchdog committee of Opera
buffs maintains its vigilance as w Mr. Miwcheil's behavior.

The Legislative AudisrBureau is being asked to look into how Wiscensin Public
Radio is administered, how programming decisions are made without listener surveys and
opinions, and how the $9.3 million annually of state, federal, and private monies are

spent.

Thank you for considering assisting in the reinstatement of Abour Cars to the air,
and to the improvement of Wisconsin Public Radio so that it will better fulfill the
University of Wisconsin Extension’s mission of taking the University's knowledge and
expertise to the boundaries of the Siate of Wisconsin.

Sincerely,

Oy

John Brvant Wyman, M. D.
Sectivu ol Gastroenterology

Department of Medicine

157220 Clinical Science Center 6000 tighland Avenue Madison, Wi 5379'-23354 6087263+ 1300 FAX 60R/I62-6T43



UNIVERSITY OF
WISCONSIN-MADISON
MEDICAL SCHOOL
Mr. C. Daniel Gelawt
P. O. Box 2287
LaCrosse, Wi 54602-2287 5th May 1996

Dear Mr. Gelatt

{ appeal 10 you to aid a large group of supporters of and contributors to the
Wisconsin Public Radio program Abour Cars to have this program reinstated by WPR
Director jack Mitchetl

Matt Joseph, the creator and host of About Cars, was cashiered about ten days ago
by Mr. Mitcheil, although Mr. Joseph's one year contract ran until july, in a dispute over
tming of the program. About Cars has, in a few years, created a faithful following of
women and men who are interested in cars. My wifle, Sandy, and I enjoy driving qur cars
and we very much appreciate Mr. Joseph's intelligent and thorough analyses of automobile
creators and manufucturers which he terms News {rom Autodom, and his and Lori
Skelton's comprehensive evaluations of new automobile and truck models. We believe that
the call-in aspects of the program are secondary as we have no interest in mainraining,
revising, or restoring our newer model cars.

In place of a locally produced profound commentary on automobiles, Mr, Mitcheil
immediately put Click and Clack in the 9 AM Saturday siot. This program originates in
Boston, is really a comedy program by two toc-often witless brothers, and allows anly 34
calls during each hour's program from troubled car owners throughout the entire United
States. This program failed on WPR several years ago and is expensive to purchase for the
multiple ransmitters that carry WPR's programming throughout the State.

You will recall that Mr. Mitchell threatened to remove the live broadcasts of the
Metropolitan Opera from Wisconsin Public Radio in 1993. This was met with a storm of
protest, forcing Mr. Mitchell to acquiesce and agree to keep the Met on the air "for another
year.” The Met broadcasts continue, yet in 1996, and a watchdog committee of Opera
buffs maintains its vigilance as to Mr. Mitchell's behavior.

The Legislative AuditBureau is being asked to look into how Wisconsin Public
Radio is administered, how programming decisions are made without listener surveys and
opinions, and how the $9.3 million annually of state, federal, and private monies are
spent.

Thank you for considering assisting in the reinstatement of About Cars to the air,
and to the improvement of Wisconsin Public Radio so that it will better fulfill the
University of Wisconsin Extension’s mission of taking the University's knowledge and
expertise to the boundaries of the State of Wisconsin.

Sincerely,

&7 é% ;
John Bryant Wyman, M. D.

Section of Gastroenterology

Department of Medicine

157220 Clinical Science Canter &0 Hightand Avenus Madison, W1 53792-2454 608/263-1300 FAX 608/262-6743



: WISCONSIN-MADISON
Mr. Sheldon B. Lubur MEDICAL SCHOOL
777 B Wisconsin Avenue

Suite 3380
Mijwaukee, WI 53202 5th May 1996

Dear Mr. Lubar:

[ appeal to you to aid a large group of supporters of and contributors o the
Wisconsin Public Radio program About Cars to have this program reinstated by WPR
Director Jack Mitchell.

Martt Joseph, the creator and host of About Cars, was cashiered about ten days ago
by Mr. Mitchell, aithough Mr. Joseph's one year contract ran untl July, in a dispute over
timing of the program. About Cars has, in a few years, created a faithful following of
women and men who are interested in cars. My wife, Sandy, and [ enjoy driving our cars
and we very much appreciate Mr. Joseph's intelligent and thorough analyses of automabile
creators and manufacturers which he terms News from Autodem, and his and Lori
Skelton's comprehensive evaluations of new automobile and truck models. We believe that
the call-in aspects of the program are secondary as we have no interest in maintaining,
revising, or restoring our newer mode! cars.

In place of a locally produced profound commentary on automobiles, Mr. Mitchell
immediately put Click and Clack in the 9 AM Saturday slot. This program originates in
Boston, is reaily a comedy program by two too-often witless brothers, and allows only 3-4
cails during each hour's program from troubled car owners throughout the entire United
States. This program failed on WPR several years ago and is expensive to purchase for the
muitiple transmitters that carry WPR's programming throughout the State.

You will recail that Mr. Mitchell threatened to remove the live broadcasts of the
Metropolitan Opera from Wisconsin Public Radio in 1993. This was met with a storm of
protest, forcing Mr. Mitcheil to acquiesce and agree to keep the Met on the air "for another
year.” The Met broadcasts continue, yet in 1996, and a watchdog comumittee of Opera
buffs maintains its vigilance as to Mr. Mitchell's behavior.

The Legislative Audit Bureau is being asked to look into how Wisconsin Public
Radio is administered, how programming decisions are made withour listener surveys and
opinions, and how the $9.3 million annually of stte, federal, and private monies are
spent.

Thank you for considering assisting in the reinstatement of About Cars to the air,
and to the improvement of Wisconsin Public Radio so that it will better fulfill the
University of Wisconsin Extension's mission of taking the Universitgy's knowledge and
expertise to the boundaries of the State of Wisconsin.

Sincerely,

ﬂ7 b
John Bryant Wyman. M. D.

Section of Gastroenterology

Department of Medicine
Maison, W 53792-2454 S08/263- 1300 FAX 608/262-6743

35220 Clinical Science Center 600 Highiand Avenue



WISCONSIN-MADISON
MEDICAL SCHOOL
Ms. Phyilis M. Krutsch
Route 3, Box 3100
Washburn, Wl 54891 5th May 1996

Dear Ms. Krutsch:

I appeal 10 you to aid a large group of supporters of and contributors to the
Wisconsin Public Radio program Abour Cars 0 have this program reinsiated by WPR
Director jack Mitchell.

Matt joseph. the creator and host of About Cars, was cashiered about ten days ago
by Mr. Mitchell, aithough Mr. Joseph's one year contract ran until July, in a dispuie over
timing of the program. Abour Cars has, in a few years, created a faithful following of
women and men who are interested in cars. My wife, Sandy, and [ enjoy driving our = =1
and we very much appreciate Mr. Joseph's inteliigent and thorough analyses of autc:~inle
creators and manufacturers which he terms News from Autodom, and his and Lori
Skelton's comprehensive evajuations of new automobile and truck models. We believe that
the call-in aspects of the program are secondary as we have no interest in maintaining,

revising, or restoring our newer model cars.

In place of a locally produced profound commentary on automobiles, Mr. Mitcheil
immediately put Click and Clack in the 9 AM Saturday slot. This program originates in
Boston, is really a comedy program by two too-often witless brothers, and allows only 3-¢
calls during each hour's program from troubled car owners throughout the entire United
States. This program failed on WPR several years ago and is expensive to purchase for the
multiple transmitters that carry WPR's programming throughout the State.

You will recal]l that Mr. Mitchell threatened to remove the live broadcasts of the
Metropolitan Opera from Wisconsin Public Radio in 1993. This was met with a storm of
protest, forcing Mr., Mitchell to acquiesce and agree to keep the Met on the air "for ar.other
year." The Met broadcasts continue, yet in 1996, and a watchdog committee of Opera
buffs maintains its vigilance as w Mr. Mitchell's behavior.

The Legislative Audit Bureau is being asked to look into how Wisconsin Public
Radio is administered, how programming decisions are made without listener surveys and
opinions, and how the $9.3 million annually of state, federal, and private monies are

spent.

Thank you for considering assisting in the reinstatement of About Cars to the air,
and to the improvement of Wisconsin Public Radio so that it will better fulfill the
University of Wisconsin Extension’s mission of taking the University’s knowledge and
expertise to the boundaries af the State of Wisconsin.

Sincerely,

bt
John Bryanm. M. .

Section of Gastroenterology
Department of Medicine

157220 Clinical Science Center

& Highland Avenue Madison, W1 33792-2454 SOB/263-1300 FAX 6U8/162-6743



MEDICAL SCHOOL

Ms. Kachleen J. Hempel
P. Q. Box 19130
Gieen Bay, WI 54307-9130 S5th May 1996

Dear Ms. Hempei:

[ appeal to0 you t0 aid a large group of supporters of and contributors to the
Wisconsin Pubtic Radio program Abour Cars to have this program reinstated by WPR
Director Jack Mitcheil.

Matr Joseph, the creator and host of Abour Curs, was cashiered about teg days ago
by Mr. Mitwchell, aithough Mr. Joseph's one year contract ran until July, in a dispute over
tming of the program. About Cars has, in a few years, created a faithful following of
women and men who are interested in cars. My wile, Sandy, and [ enjoy driving our cars
and we very much appreciate Mr. Joseph's intelligent and thorough analyses of automobile
creators and manufacturers which he terms News from Autodom, and his and Lori
Skefton's comprehensive evaluations of new automobile and truck models. We believe that
the call-in aspects of the program are secondury as we huve no interest in maintaining,
revising, or restoring our newer model cars.

In place of a locally produced profound commentary on automobiles, Mr. Mitchell
immediately put Click and Clack in the 9 AM Saturday slot. This program originates in
Boston, is really a comedy program by two too-often witless brothers, and allows only 3-4
calls during each hour's program from troubled car owners throughout the entire United
States. This program failed on WPR several years ago and s expensive to purchase for the
multiple transmitters that carry WPR's programming throughout the State.

You will recall that Mr. Mitchell threatened to remove the live broadcasts of the
Metropolitan Opera from Wisconsin Public Radio in 1993. This was met with a storm of
protest, forcing Mr. Mitchell 10 acquiesce and agree to keep the Met on the air "for another
year." The Met broadcasts continue, yet in 1996, and a watchdog committee of Opera
buffs maintains its vigilance as o Mr. Mitchell's behavior.

The Legislative Audit Bureau is being asked to look into how Wisconsin Public
Radio is administered, how programming decisions are made without listener surveys and
opinions, and how the $9.3 million annuaily of state, federal, and private monies are
spent.

Thank you for considering assisting in the reinstatement of About Cars to the air,
and to the improvement of Wisconsin Public Radio so that it will better fulfiil the
University of Wisconsin Extension's mission of taking the University's knowledge and
experiise 10 the boundaries of the Swate of Wisconsin.

Sincerely,

John Bryant Wyman, M. D.
Section of Gastroenterology

Department of Medicine
Madison, Wi 33792-2454 608/263-1300

7 2 FAX 60872626743
151220 Clinical Science Conter &0 Highland Avenue
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MEDICAL SCHOOL W/

Ms. Ruth Marcene [ames
P. 0. Box 40
Fennimore, WI 33809 Sth May 1996

Dear Ms. James:

[ appeai to you to aid a large group of supporters of and contributors to the
Wisconsin Pubiic Radic program Abour Cars 1o have this program reinstated by WPR
Director Jack Mitcheil

Mart Joseph, the creator and host of Abour Curs, was cashiered about ten days ago
by Mr. Mitcheil, although Mr. Joseph's one year contract ran unui July, in a dispute gver
timing of the program. Abour Curs has, in a few years, ¢reated a faithful following of
women and men who are interested in cars. My wife, Sandy, and [ enjoy driving our cars
and we very much appreciate Mr. Joseph's intelligent and thorough analyses of autcmobile
creators and munufucturers which he terms News from Autodum, and his and Lori
Skelton's comprehensive evaluations of new automobile and truck models, We believe that
the call-in aspects of the program are secondary as we have no interest in maintaining,
revising, or restoring our newer mode{ cars.

In place of a locally produced profound commentary on automohbiles, Mr. Mitchell
immediately put Click and Clack in the 9 AM Saturday slot. This program originates in
Boston, is reaily a comedy program by two too-often witless brothers, and allows only 3-4
calls during each hour's program from troubled car owners throughout the entire United
States. This program failed on WPR several years ago and is expensive to purchase for the
multiple ransmitters that carry WPR's programming throughout the State.

You will recall that Mr. Mitchell threatened to remove the {ive broadcass of the
Metropolitan Opera from Wisconsin Public Radio in 1993. This was met with a storm of
protest, forcing Mr. Mitchell 10 acquiesce and agree to keep the Met on the air "for another
year.” The Met broadcasts continue, yet in 1996, and a watchdog committee of Opera
buffs maintains its vigilance as to Mr. Mitcheil's behavior. '

The Legislative Audit Bureau is being asked to look into how Wisconsin Public
Radio is administered, how programming decisions are made without listener surveys and
opinions, and how the $9.3 million annually of state, federal, and private monies are
spent

Thank you for considering assisting in the reinstatement of Abour Cars to the air,
and to the improvement of Wisconsin Public Radio so that it will better fulfill the
University of Wisconsin Extension's mission of making the University's knowledge and
expertise to the boundaries of the State of Wisconsin.

Sincerely,

bey -

john Bryant Wyman, M. D

Section of Ga.stroememlogy
Department of Medicine
Madison, W1 §3792-2454 S08/253- 1300 FAX 608/262-6T43

15220 Clinical Science Ceater &) Highland Avenue



capabie of understanding a Matt Joseph? that we need to dumb down an automobile show to the
hoot and holler level of a Click and Clack? The evidence seems to support such a conclusion,

So here’s what [ want

1) the return of About Cars to Saturday morning in the perfod somewhere between 8 and 10
am, preferably in the 9 to 10 am. slot where it's been.

2) figures pubiished for each hour on Saturday on WEHA radio of the nurnber of Bsteners to
each program for the period of the past year or past six months (and the evidenca supporting
such figures).

3) figures published showing the number of listeners to Click and Clack when # was
broadcast on WPR some years ago and the amount of pledges received at that time for that

gram.
pmél figures published of the number of people who have comresponded with WPR requesting
Click and Clack returning to the air on WHA radio (and the evidence to suppart such figures.)

5) figures published of the mumber of people who have corresponded with WFR in faver of
returning About Cars to the air or {o express outrage, disappointment, etc. about the poor
deciston to take the program off the air (and the evidence to support such figures).

6) figures showing how much money has been pledged to the About Cars segment during
fund drives over the past three years. Also [ want to know whether money called in and pledged
ta About Cars was credited to some other program (this may require an audit of the books) to
give the frmpresston that About Cars wasn't pulling its weight. Such behavior, f true, would be
highly unethical and should result in disciplinary action. One Nixon and his cover-up was
enough.

7) The people who were promised a “Histener party” (and I am not among that number),
should have their party with Matt Joseph and Laurie Skelton present. It is mighty small of the
peopie who cancelled the party to have done so. These are/were loyal isteners who were willing
to part with their hard-earned money to support a favorite WPR program. It's just plain cold to
stiff themn. Have these people who did this no sense of shame? Joseph Welch asked the right
question to cover this, ©...at long last, have you left no sense of decency?”

8) [ belteve that my last check to WPR last December 1995 was for $60.00 That amount was
largely to support opera broadeasts on WERN. However, I'd say that some $15.00 of that amount
was to support About Cars. If the program is not retumed to its previous slot at 9 am. on
Saturday morning, then [ wish to have my $15.00 returned in its entirety.

9) such decisions should be made more broadly based. We need a decision group that goes
beyond “professional” staff. We need consumers of the radio service to help make decisions.

9) Finally, what will you do about this? Please let me know.

I'm angry about what is happening and, I belleve, justifiably so.

Sincerely,

Copies ’ George H. Shands
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1117 Weilesiey oad
Macison, Wiscensin 33703
May 18, 1996

Ms. Katharihe Lyall
President, U, W, System
Room 1720 Van Hise Hall
1220 Linden Drive
Madison, Wisconsin 33706

Dear Ms. Lyai:

Another Saturday morning and no About Cars with Matt Joseph and Laurie Skelton. [ have
watted this long to write about this sad state of atfairs n order to cooli off a degree or two in order
to be more rational n my response to WHA's decision to cancel the About Cars program.

Quite frankly, 'm still “mad as Hell and I'm not going to take it anymoref” This program has
meart a great deal to me, first in buying a car and secondly in maintaining that same car. It was
Joseph's recormmendation that confirmed the choice [ made in 1992 to purchase my present
car—a car which was his “Auto of the Annum.” He introduced me to synthetic ofl which ['ve
been using since my car passed 5000 miles. In his answars to the many callers {o his program,
Tve have learmed what to do to mairtain my car and what not to do—essentially how to
separate the wheat from the chaff. I learned not to use auto dealers’ undercoating services and as
a result, [ took my car to Ziebart's—a name which Joseph always misproncunces. Since [ hope to
- keep my car for at least ten years so, 'm not always interested in his car reviews each week. 5Stil,
I and many have beneftted from Joseph's reviews in the past and continue to da so. As forme, |
don't begrucige the few mirutes of the program that are used for new vehicle reviews. I certatnly
would wartt access to this information when [ purchase my next vehicle.

Now my program has been taken from both me and others very unceremoniously and
we've been told that there were good reasons for this. Joseph has been charged with being
urwilling to negotiate a different time for his program, but how does one negotiate a fait
accompli-~a non-negotiable demand? Where did the negotiation take place?

We are told that there were complaints about the make-up of the program: too much of the
*News from Autcdom?®, too long a new car review, tco few call-ins {rom listeners. Whese
judgment was that? No one consulted me and [ listen nearly every week and contributa to
Wisconsin Public Radio. Certainly anyone with a modicum of intefligence and understanding of
the American economy knows that the auto industry is a mainstay of the American economy
and has been for 73 years. The “News from Autcdom” segment is the part ['ve liked best abcout
About Cars as it gives hints about the direction of the auto industry and hence about the
direction of the economy. This is important information that we all need. [t's not just parochiaj;
it's international information we're receiving from Joseph. He lets us know what is going on
not only in the U. S. A, but alsc in Japan and Europe and the impact decisions made there
might have on America. Chronicling the competition among the Big Three U. S. and the
foreign autc companies cperating hera gives us an idea about what might happen 1o the



WISCONSIN
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RADIO

January 10, 1897

W. L. Burmap
1241 East Wilson Avenue
Arcadia, WI 54612

Dear Mr. Burnap,

Joy Cardin and Greg Schnirring, Associate Director for Radio,
have asked me to respond to your letter of November 25th to Ms.
Cardin. I regret the long delay. Ms. Cardin drafted the
following replies to your questions.

Matt Joseph's program, "About Cars," was taken off the air on
April 27th after he refused toc host the program at a different
time. Wisconsin Public Radic had wanted Mr. Joseph to host the
program on Saturday afternoon rather than Saturday morning.

Mr. Joseph 1is currently hosting a program called "All About Cars®
on Madison radio station WTDY, from 9:00 to 11:00 on Saturday
mornings. There are no plans for "About Cars" to return to the
WPR schedule.

There are no plans to discuss the departure of Mr. Joseph and
About Cars on a WPR talk show. WPR staff have talked with and/or
written to anyone and everyone who has had a question or concern
since this decision was made more than six months ago. We will
continue to answer questions on an individual basis. A vast
majority of our weekly listeners (85%) were not listeners to
About Cars.

Listeners pledged approxlmately $410,000 during our latest pledge
drive. WPR's annual budget is in excess of five million dollars.

With my apologies again for the tardiness of this letter. 1In
behalf of Ms. Cardin and Mr. Schrnirring.

adxf{/g’zb

udith Rose
istener Servwce

w 321 University Aveﬁue‘ Madison, Wi 53706 (6(}8) 263-3970 phane » (6()8) '—’63-9763 fax =
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November 26, 1996

Peter Andreshak
3718 Troy St
Wausau, W 34403

Dear Mr. Andreshak,
We have taken you off our membership list.

I am returning your check and the letter to Mr. Joseph. If you wish to correspond with him, his
address is: 7728 Martinsville Road in Cross Plains.

To set the record straight, Wisconsin Public Radio did not "dump” Matt Joseph. His contract gave
WPR the right to schedule the program at whatever time we wished. We decided that it would be in
the best interest of our listeners to schedule Matt's program adjacent to Sound Money; a program
with a similar appeal. We at no time suggested that the program would be cancelled. Mr. Joseph
refused to consider a move from Saturday morning, despite his contractual obligation to do so. That
refusal made his continued presence on Wisconsin Public Radio impossible.

I believe that Wisconsin Public Radio has two networks of programming of the highest quality.
I'm sorry that you are no longer interested in supporting Wisconsin Public Radio.

Sincerely,

Q&\mﬁé{v mew

Peter Wallace M
Director of Listener Development —— * 2 Q,;:&‘QA- el Yoa. | Ao
RN e~ o

% 321 University Avenue, Madison, WI 53706 w {608) 263-3970 phone ®™ (608} 263-9743 fax
A service of Wisconsin Educational Communications Board and University of Wisconsia - Extension.
ECB and UWEX provide squal opportunities in employment and programming, including Title [X requirements.



Robert A. Carter

557 Ferndale Road, Box 341 (608) 987-2500
Mineral Point, Wi. 53565

May 11, 1996

1729 Van Hise Hall, 1220 Linden Drive
Madison, WI. 53706

Dear Ms. Lyall:
You are being misled regarding the facts concerning public radio's 4bout Cars.

Did you know that 4bowt Cars had the highest rating for the Madison market and
second in Milwaukee area. Joseph also had the highest contributions in the last
drive. Ifindeed the staff person who wrote the letter you returned to me indicated
that you were sure that "public radio will have to make some difficult decisions

about WPR program schedules.

Have you heard the replacement for Matt Joseph? I deubt that you have otherwise
About Cars would still be on the air.

THE FACTS: Has Click and Clack increased listenership for the 9 a.m. time siot?
NO!

Has Click and Clack attracted substantial amounts of cash from Wisconsin
- listeners? NO.

™~ L

Can a listener from Wisconsin get a call in to ask a question? Unlikely.

You, frankly, have been given a palette of distortions from the people who are paid
handsomely to serve you. You deserve better. This grand lie that is being
perpetrated by vour staff will not stand.

N 4 ff\
A

Sincerely,

—\)

Boh Carter / M



The University of Wisconsin System

Office of the President

1720 Van Hise Hall, 1220 Linden Drive
Madison, Wisconsin 337C6

(608) 2622321 FAX (608) 162-3985

L

May 10, 1996

Mr. Robart A. Carter
557 Ferndale Rd., Box 341
Mineral Point, WI 33563

Dear Mr. Cartar:

Thank you for your recent letter expressing your concerns about the
Wisconsin Public Radic (WPR) program About Cars. 1 have shared your letter
with the Ideas Network staff so that they have a complete record of all
interests in this program.

As I am sure you are aware, reduced financial support from the state

and federal government means that public radio staff will have to wake some
difficult decisions about WPR program schedules. In this particular case,
1 underscand that WPR had an opportunity to add the popular Car Talk program
to their Saturday morning schadule. Staff believed that the addition would
improve its overall position with its statewide audiences and increase total
listenax support.

Unfortunately, the decision also meant a change in schedule for About
Cars. The Program Planning Team of the Ideas Network had hoped that the
show's host Matt Joseph would accept the 3:00 Saturday afternoon time slot
with a rebroadcast at 9:00 Sunday morning. They felt that this option would
strengthen WPR’'s total program array for the weekend schedule and increase the
exposura for Mr. Joseph's program. Unfortunately, Mr. Joseph rejected the
offer.

Again, thank you for your letter, and I hope that you will continue to
consider Wiscomsin PubIlic Hadio a valuable asset o the state.

Sincerely,)é
Katharine CW/Lyall
President

ee: Chancellor Don Hanna
Profassor Jack Mizchell

Universities: Madison, Milwaukee. Eau Clare, Jreen Bav. Le Crowe. Othiunh, Parksnde. Placteville, River Bails, Srevena Dume, Stoue, Supeene, Eharewurer
Centers: Baraboo/Sauk Couney, Burmn Couney, Fond da Lag, Fox Vallee, Manstowne Counry, Mamthon Counrs, Maringrre Counes, Mar3fleld Wood Counns, Rishtand,
Rack County, Shebuovgan County, Vasinuron Coune, Waskeha Soears, Extension: Oy sfdten e,



The Wis State Joint Finance Committee Aprit 16, 1997
C/O Senator Brian Burke

P.O. Box 7882

Madison, Wis, 53708

Dear Committee,
Piease add this letter to the official record of these hearings.

I'm presenting you with a copy of most of the petitions that nearly 2500 taxpayers,
contributors, and listeners signed in the first two months to protest the cancellation of the
program About Cars by Wis Public Radio {WPR). | request that these petitions become a part of
the official record of these hearings. The petitions I'm presenting were submitted to U. W.
President Katherine Lyall and the U. W. Board of Regents during the last 12 months. Their non-
response to the petitions and letters they've written to taxpayers show that despite assurances,
WPR and U. W. administrators ¢hose with a duty to rectify this problem) refuse to recognize or
fix an obvious problem.

This arrogant attitude and lack of accountability was clearly demonstrated at the WPR
hearing when one of only three people who testified in defense of WPR delivered a message
that can be summarized as foilows. Taxpayers, contributors, and listeners don't count. Only their
money counts. In other words, people complain ail you want but we don't take it seriously as
tong as we maintain funding.

Committee members, thousands of taxpayer compiaints, the Audit Bureau Report and
Joint Audit Committee hearing telf us what is wrong. You now know there is a problem, now do
something about it!H

Sincerely,




